
Dear Advocates, Colleagues, and Friends:

A 2009 U.S. Department of Justice study reports that 11% of 
Americans 60 and older experienced at least one incident 
(physical, sexual, verbal, or emotional) of elder abuse in the 
past year.1 Often, these incidents go unreported, and older 
adults struggle to find support. Many elder abuse victims and 
survivors turn to their faith communities for help. However, 
faith community leaders may be unaware of the resources 
available to help them respond effectively and safely.  

Safe Havens Interfaith Partnership Against Domestic Violence 
and the National Clearinghouse on Abuse in Later Life (NCALL), 
a program of the Wisconsin Coalition Against Domestic 
Violence (WCADV), have collaborated to develop a toolkit that 
will help domestic violence, sexual assault, and elder abuse 
service providers reach out to and collaborate with local 
faith communities. We hope that, working together, service 
providers and faith communities can respond more effectively 
to victims and survivors and increase access to community-
based services.   

The toolkit, “Where Faith and Safety Meet: Faith Communities 
Respond to Elder Abuse,” includes:

 E Tips for reaching out and planning a first visit to a faith-
based organization or congregation. 

 E An elder abuse information packet (including a 
bookmark, brochure, and booklet) that you can give to faith 
leaders in your community.  

 E A model cover letter that you can use on your own 
stationery to introduce the materials to faith communities 
and to provide contact information about your agency. This 
letter can be downloaded and adapted from the Safe  
Havens website at www.interfaithpartners.org or from 
the NCALL website at www.ncall.us.

 E An “Outreach Challenges and Strategies” document to 
help you overcome any obstacles that you may encounter 
along the way.  



We hope these resources provide you with information 
and tools for working collaboratively with your local faith 
communities. We also hope that faith leaders in your community 
will use the provided information to offer support and provide 
referrals to victims and survivors of elder abuse.

To order additional materials or for more information, 
please contact Safe Havens at 617-654-1820 or email 
info@interfaithpartners.org, or  the National Clearinghouse on 
Abuse in Later Life at ncall@wcadv.org, or call (608) 255-0539.  

Sincerely,

Bonnie Brandl
National Clearinghouse 
on Abuse in Later Life

  
Anne Marie Hunter
Safe Havens Interfaith Partnership 
Against Domestic Violence				  

Citation
1  Acierno, Ron, Melba Hernandez-Tejada, Wendy Muzzy, and Kenneth Steve, 
“National Elder Mistreatment Study,” U.S. Department of Justice, 2009, pp. 4 ff.   

This project is supported by Grant No. 2008-TA-AX-K052 awarded by the Office 
on Violence Against Women, U.S. Department of Justice. The opinions, findings, 

conclusions, and recommendations expressed in this publication are 
those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the 

Department of Justice, Office on Violence Against Women. 

© Safe Havens Interfaith Partnership Against Domestic Violence and the 
National Clearinghouse on Abuse in Later Life, 2010. For more information, 

please visit www.interfaithpartners.org  or  www.ncall.us. 



Dear Advocates, Colleagues, and Friends:

A 2009 U.S. Department of Justice study reports that 11% of Americans 60 and 
older experienced at least one incident (physical, sexual, verbal, or emotional) of 
elder abuse in the past year.1 Often, these incidents go unreported, and older adults 
struggle to find support. Many elder abuse victims and survivors turn to their faith 
communities for help. However, faith community leaders may be unaware of the 
resources available to help them respond effectively and safely.  

Safe Havens Interfaith Partnership Against Domestic Violence and the National 
Clearinghouse on Abuse in Later Life (NCALL), a program of the Wisconsin Coalition 
Against Domestic Violence (WCADV), have collaborated to develop a toolkit that will 
help domestic violence, sexual assault, and elder abuse service providers reach out 
to and collaborate with local faith communities. We hope that, working together, 
service providers and faith communities can respond more effectively to victims 
and survivors and increase access to community-based services.   

The toolkit, “Where Faith and Safety Meet: Faith Communities Respond to Elder 
Abuse,” includes:
 

EE Tips for reaching out and planning a first visit to a faith-based organization 
or congregation. 

EE An elder abuse information packet (including a bookmark, brochure, and 
booklet) that you can give to faith leaders in your community.  

EE A model cover letter that you can use on your own stationery to introduce 
the materials to faith communities and to provide contact information about 
your agency. This letter can be downloaded and adapted from the Safe  
Havens website at www.interfaithpartners.org or from the NCALL website at 
www.ncall.us.

EE An “Outreach Challenges and Strategies” document to help you overcome 
any obstacles that you may encounter along the way.   

We hope these resources provide you with information and tools for working 
collaboratively with your local faith communities. We also hope that faith leaders 
in your community will use the provided information to offer support and provide 
referrals to victims and survivors of elder abuse.



To order additional materials or for more information,  please contact Safe 
Havens at 617-654-1820 or email info@interfaithpartners.org, or  the National 
Clearinghouse on Abuse in Later Life at ncall@wcadv.org, or 
call (608) 255-0539.  

Sincerely,

Citation
1  Acierno, Ron, Melba Hernandez-Tejada, Wendy Muzzy, and Kenneth Steve, “National Elder 
Mistreatment Study,” U.S. Department of Justice, 2009, pp. 4 ff.   

This project is supported by Grant No. 2008-TA-AX-K052 awarded by the Office on Violence 
Against Women, U.S. Department of Justice. The opinions, findings, conclusions, and 

recommendations expressed in this publication are those of the authors and do not necessarily 
reflect the views of the Department of Justice, Office on Violence Against Women. 

© Safe Havens Interfaith Partnership Against Domestic Violence and the National Clearinghouse 
on Abuse in Later Life, 2010. For more information, please visit www.interfaithpartners.org  

or  www.ncall.us. 

Anne Marie Hunter
Safe Havens Interfaith Partnership 
Against Domestic Violence	

Bonnie Brandl
National Clearinghouse 
on Abuse in Later Life





Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		100-service-provider-letter-10-04-10final compliant.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 2



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Skipped		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

